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Educational themes

A Theme of Your Choice



Fung Ping Shan Library during the World War II
Å7 Dec 1941

ÅJapan attacked on Pearl Harbor. Britain and US declare war on Japan on 8 Dec.

ÅBattle of Hong Kong began.

Å25 Dec 1941

ÅGovernor Young surrendered and Japanese occupation of Hong Kong began.

Oral history from FPSL staff recalling events following the Fall of Hong Kong in 1941

AI photo

Three daysafter the fall of Hong Kong,

JapanesesoldiersclosedFPSLibraryand
conducteda searchfor rare books. Our
librarian,Mr ChanKwan-po, wasdetained

andinterrogated.



HKU Main Building (Nov 1945)

Despite the raids and 
bombardment, the rare books 
preserved in FPSLibrary 
fortunately survived the war. 
Otherwise, our present 
collections and scholarly 
activities would have been 
completely different.

FPS Library & General University Library (Nov 1945)



WWII -related library collections





Secret Shipments of National Treasures
 from Peking to Hong Kong during WWII

Xu Senyu (1881-1971)

Director, Division of Historical 

Relics, Palace Museum

Chan Kwan-Po    

(1898-1982)

2nd Fung Ping Shan Librarian

The University of Hong Kong
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Shen Chung-chang 

(1905-1987)

Teaching Assistant, Research 

Institute of Arts, Peking University 

and Administrative officer for the 

Sino-Swedish Expedition Council



Juyan Han Wooden Slips 

In 1930s, the Sino-Swedish 
Expedition unearthed 10,200 
wooden slips dating from the end 
of the Western Han Dynasty 
(early 1st century BC) to the 
middle of the Eastern Han 
Dynasty (early 2nd century AD) at 
the site of Juyan Feng Sui (

) in the Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region.
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Juyan Han wooden slips in Chan Kwan -Po 
Diaries (January 6, 1938) 

12



Original Collection at Academia Sinica
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Treasure Recovered in Fung Ping Shan Library in 1990s
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Inspiring Further Studies
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Interpretation 
Manuscript 
Note
(3,317pcs)

Other types of documents (7 titles) 

Collaborative Preservation 
and Digitization Project
started in 2024 with some 
items processed
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Pre-digitization Preparation

Surface Cleaning Consolidation Tape Removal

Surface dirt Paper damage Creases and folds

Flattening

Old repairs

Condition Issue& Treatment
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After Treatment

Before Treatment

After Treatment

Pre-digitization treatment example 

Re-adheringPulp filling 18



Digitization Process

Example of high-resolution  images created

ü A majority of the items 
are smaller than A3 

      

ü Remaining large items 

Example image of oversized items

ü Digitization standard      
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üDigital Files 
Processing

üPost-digitization 
Treatment

üRehousing 

.ÕÎÖÐÕÎɯ6ÖÙÒȱ

Resewing

Rehousing
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Chan Kwan Po Diaries 



Conservation and Digitization completed in 2025



Rehousing of the Diaries for Conservation



Watch out for 
Project Updates



(ÕÚ×ÐÙÐÕÎɯ%ÜÛÜÙÌɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÚȱ

ÅLaunch of the digitized diaries after 
reopening of Special Collections

ÅNomination to UNESCO Memory of 
the World register


