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Educational themes

A Theme of Your Choice



Fung Ping Shan Library during the World War II
• 7 Dec 1941

• Japan attacked on Pearl Harbor. Britain and US declare war on Japan on 8 Dec.

• Battle of Hong Kong began.

• 25 Dec 1941

• Governor Young surrendered and Japanese occupation of Hong Kong began.

Oral history from FPSL staff recalling events following the Fall of Hong Kong in 1941

AI photo

Three days after the fall of Hong Kong,

Japanese soldiers closed FPS Library and
conducted a search for rare books. Our
librarian, Mr Chan Kwan-po, was detained

and interrogated.



HKU Main Building (Nov 1945)

Despite the raids and 
bombardment, the rare books 
preserved in FPS Library 
fortunately survived the war. 
Otherwise, our present 
collections and scholarly 
activities would have been 
completely different.

FPS Library & General University Library (Nov 1945)



WWII-related library collections





Secret Shipments of National Treasures
 from Peking to Hong Kong during WWII

徐森玉 Xu Senyu (1881-1971)

故宫博物院古物馆馆长

Director, Division of Historical 

Relics, Palace Museum

陳君葆 Chan Kwan-Po    

(1898-1982)

第二任冯平山图书馆馆长

2nd Fung Ping Shan Librarian，

The University of Hong Kong
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沈仲章 Shen Chung-chang 

(1905-1987)

北京大学文科研究所助教身兼西北

科學考察團理事會幹事

Teaching Assistant, Research 

Institute of Arts, Peking University 

and Administrative officer for the 

Sino-Swedish Expedition Council



Juyan Han Wooden Slips 
居延漢簡

In 1930s, the Sino-Swedish 
Expedition unearthed 10,200 
wooden slips dating from the end 
of the Western Han Dynasty 
(early 1st century BC) to the 
middle of the Eastern Han 
Dynasty (early 2nd century AD) at 
the site of Juyan Feng Sui (居延烽
燧) in the Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region.
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Juyan Han wooden slips in Chan Kwan-Po 
Diaries (January 6, 1938) 
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Original Collection at Academia Sinica
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Treasure Recovered in Fung Ping Shan Library in 1990s
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Inspiring Further Studies
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釋文簽
Interpretation 
Manuscript 
Note
(3,317pcs)

Other types of documents (7 titles) 

Collaborative Preservation 
and Digitization Project
started in 2024 with some 
items processed
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Pre-digitization Preparation

Surface Cleaning Consolidation Tape Removal

Surface dirt Paper damage Creases and folds

Flattening

Old repairs

Condition Issue & Treatment
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After Treatment

Before Treatment

After Treatment

Pre-digitization treatment example 

Re-adheringPulp filling 18



Digitization Process

Example of high-resolution images created

➢ A majority of the items 
are smaller than A3 

      

➢ Remaining large items 

Example image of oversized items

➢ Digitization standard      
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➢ Digital Files 
Processing

➢ Post-digitization 
Treatment

➢ Rehousing 

Ongoing Work…

Resewing

Rehousing
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Chan Kwan Po Diaries 陳君葆日記



Conservation and Digitization completed in 2025



Rehousing of the Diaries for Conservation



Watch out for 
Project Updates



Inspiring Future Generations…

• Launch of the digitized diaries after 
reopening of Special Collections

• Nomination to UNESCO Memory of 
the World register



Exhibitions from Sep 2026 to Feb 2027 
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Collaborators: Ms Shen Yaming, Northwest Normal 
University, Gansu Jiandu Museum and University 
Museum and Art Gallery

Students are welcome to help curate the exhibitions or 
organize educational activities around the exhibition 
periods.
 



Fundraising Efforts for War Victims and Refugees

Audio files of the vinyl discs of Suzhou Girl

https://hkuhk-
my.sharepoint.com/personal/kmku_hku_hk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?i
d=%2Fpersonal%2Fkmku%5Fhku%5Fhk%2FDocuments%2FLP&ct=1759
814948458&or=Teams%2DHL&ga=1&LOF=1 

Performance by Suzhou Girl at Lee Theatre in 1938 Conflicts around the World in 2025 

Hong Kong Memory 
Project

English Chinese

https://hkuhk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/kmku_hku_hk/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fkmku%5Fhku%5Fhk%2FDocuments%2FLP&ct=1759814948458&or=Teams%2DHL&ga=1&LOF=1
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Other Resources for Ideas

Find@HKUL
www.lib.hku.hk

HKUL Digital Initiatives
https://lib.hku.hk/data
base/index.html



Upcoming Workshops
Design Thinking: Build Something People Want
Discover how to apply the principles of design thinking to create innovative and user-
centered educational projects.

Smarter Search with RAG: Enhancing Library Digital Repositories
Learn how to build a custom chatbot that leverages your own specialized data with the power of large 
language models in our hands-on RAG workshop. 

A rock that doesn’t belong there: A hands-on workshop on pedagogical design
Learn the fundamentals of object-based learning and curriculum design in this creative, hands-on 
session.
Hosted by: Professor Logan Chen, Faculty of Education

Location: Multi-purpose Area, 2/F, Main Library

Date & Time:
Monday, 19 November (3:00 PM - 4:30PM)

Tuesday, 20 November (3:00 PM - 4:30PM)

Hosted by: Mr. Sebastian Lau, Creator of Mutagen

Location: Multi-purpose Area, 2/F, Main Library

Date & Time: Monday, 3 November (7:30 PM - 9:00PM)

Hosted by: Dr. Kevin Wu and the Innovation Academy, Innovation Wing

Location: Digital Learning Studio, Innovation Wing

Date & Time: Wednesday, 5 November (3:10 PM - 4:40 PM)

Visit to the New 
Conservation Lab in Nov



Need More Inspiration, Advice or Help?

Contact the Libraries for inquiries

 libis@hku.hk 
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