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The University Museum and Art
Gallery (UMAG) of the University of
Hong Kong is honoured to present
Pablo Picasso: Paintings in Glass, an
unprecedented display of works by the
world-famous twentieth-century painter,
supported by the French May Arts
Festival and Hongkong Land.

In 1954, Picasso (1881-1973) became
aware of gemmaux glass mosaic panels
through his friend Jean Cocteau (1889-
1963). Gemmaux is the plural form of
gemmail, a fusion of the French terms
‘gemme’ and ‘email, meaning ‘enamel
gem: At the time, the studio of Roger
Malherbe-Navarre (1908-2006), Les
Gemmaux de France, was expanding on
the light boxes created by the French
painter Jean Crotti (1870-1958). The
process includes layering pieces of glass
into pictorial depictions.

Impressed by the gemmistes'
masterful assembling and fusing
of carefully selected glass, Picasso
declared ‘A new art is born - the
gemmaux!' He first selected Femme
dans un fauteuil d’osier, then his self-
portrait Yo and Les femmes d’Alger,
before creating a total of sixty major
works in this translucent material which
he cherished for its light and modernity,
as well as the pictorial qualities that
the new artistic technique brought,
particularly to his cubist oeuvre.

Created over a period of just four
years, between 1954 and 1957, to explore
and showcase the medium'’s artistic
possibilities, the results of Picasso's
works in glass were simply astonishing.

The earliest display took place in
Monaco in February 1956, followed by
a retrospective in Paris in March 1957,
These exhibitions were an immediate
success, with important collectors
acquiring his gemmaux and numerous
public exhibitions following in Europe
and the US between 1959-1964 and
1959-1961.

Despite their significance,
Picasso’'s gemmaux remain relatively
understudied, and since the 1960s, they
have rarely been displayed, with the
exception of four exhibitions in Japan in
1998. As such, the artist's ambition to
master this complicated technigue and
expand his diverse oeuvre across lesser-
known media is underappreciated. As
with his explorations into ceramics,
Picasso's glass works exemplify his
unique approach to merging his iconic
pictorial themes with more three-
dimensional and sculptural aspects.

The works on loan from a private
collection, on view at UMAG during the
French May Arts Festival 2023, offer
a little-known perspective on some
of Picasso's most renowned painterly
compositions. We are grateful to the
lender for his generosity in providing us
with unlimited access to this collection
and for granting us the freedom to curate
such an elaborate project. We would
also like to express our appreciation to
Hongkong Land for the financial support
and for organising a preview of our
exhibition. Together, we invite the public
to visit UMAG and to discover Pablo
Picasso's paintings in glass.
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