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The University Museum and Art Gallery (UMAG), The University of Hong Kong (HKU), is honored to 
present Noda Tetsuya’s Diary of Contemporary Japanese Prints, an exhibition of autobiographic work 
by the celebrated Japanese artist. Noda first specialized in painting at the Tokyo University of the Arts 
before turning to printmaking. Influenced by his upbringing in post-war Japan, and the ideological, 
social, economic and artistic transformations of the era, Noda started to build a diary of prints in the 
1960s recording his daily life, mastering the challenge of documenting the reality around him in both 
true and artistic fashion. 
 
An opening ceremony of the exhibition was held at UMAG today (Jun 9). Officiating guests included 
Consul General of Japan in Hong Kong Ambassador Okada Kenichi and Collector Steven Co. 
 
Technically, Noda combines photography, traditional Japanese woodblock printing, mimeograph 
duplication and silkscreen printing in a self-invented and meticulously modulated process of 
production and layering. Thematically, he regularly features his family and friends, self-portraits, 
landscapes, gifts and a series of plants that double as a documentation of his life. These techniques 
and themes have remained largely unchanged throughout his career. The result is a life-long chronicle 
of intricately poetic prints where the private and everyday are given heightened significance and 
universal resonance. 
 
The exhibition investigates Noda’s artistic concept, approach and reception in the midst of the ever 
shifting and vibrant arena of printmaking and the broader Japanese art world, spanning the latter half 
of the 20th century to the present. The displayed works, all taken from the Steven Co Collection, 
illustrate how Noda’s innovations have carved the way for a reconsideration of the meanings of 
printmaking and art, beginning with his legendary victory at the Tokyo International Print Biennale in 
1968. More importantly, they initiate a rethinking of the very identity of an artist. Often when trying 
to describe an artist, an image is conjured of an aloof figure, cocooned in his or her impenetrable 
mind and studio. We sometimes forget that artists are also flesh and blood, affected by families and 
relationships, who have similar hopes, joys, fears and anxieties fueled by our modern world. 
 
For more images and captions of the exhibits, please click here. 
 

  

https://umag.hku.hk/content/uploads/Caption-圖片說明-6.pdf


 

 
Details of the Exhibition 
Period: June 10, 2022 (Friday) to October 9, 2022 (Sunday) 
Opening Hours:  
9:30 am–6:00 pm (Tuesday to Saturday) 
1:00 pm–6:00 pm (Sunday) 
Closed on Mondays, University and Public Holidays  
Venue: 1/F, T.T. Tsui Building, UMAG, HKU, 90 Bonham Road, Pokfulam, Hong Kong (Please enter the 
museum via the Fung Ping Shan Building) 
Tel/Email: (852) 2241 5500 (General Enquiry) / museum@hku.hk 
Admission: Free 
Website: https://umag.hku.hk/exhibition/noda-tetsuyas-diary-of-contemporary-japanese-prints/ 
 
Connect with UMAG on Social Media: 
Facebook: http://bit.ly/umag_facebook 
Instagram: @umag_hku, #UMAG, #NodaTetsuya  
Weibo: @香港大學美術博物館 UMAG 

YouTube: http://bit.ly/umag_youtube 
LinkedIn: http://bit.ly/umag_linkedin 

 
About University Museum and Art Gallery of the University of Hong Kong (UMAG) 
UMAG was founded in 1953 as the Fung Ping Shan Museum. It was originally established as the Fung 
Ping Shan Library in 1932 in honour of its benefactor. For more information on UMAG, please click 
here. 
 
Media Enquiries 
UMAG Curator (Education) Ms Elena Cheung, Tel: (852) 2241 5512, Email: elenac@hku.hk 
UMAG Programme Assistant Ms Cindy Lau, Tel: (852) 2219 4514, Email: lcindy@hku.hk  
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