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The University Museum and Art Gallery (UMAG), The University of Hong Kong (HKU) is honoured 
to present Abstract Evolutions: Sixty Years of Paintings by Fong Chung-Ray. The significance of Fong 
Chung-Ray’s artistic oeuvre lies in his contribution both to the global art scene and the representation of 
Chinese artistic traditions in late twentieth- and early twenty-first-century California. As an ambassador 
for art, he has played a crucial role in fostering cultural exchange between China and the West, and his 
artworks have introduced richly diverse artistic traditions, techniques and themes to international 
audiences, promoting a deeper understanding and appreciation of Chinese culture. 
 
An opening ceremony of the exhibition was held at UMAG today (May 2). Officiating guests included 
Artist Fong Chung-Ray, Director of Galerie du Monde Kelvin Yang, Committee Member of the HKU 
Museum Society Anna Ann Yeung, UMAG Director Dr Florian Knothe and Curator Dr Sarah Ng. 
 
Fong was born in Henan province. He received his formal art training at the Political Cadre College in 
Taiwan and graduated in 1954. He developed his style while living and practising in California. Most of 
his works are abstract paintings that blend influences from Chinese and Western artistic traditions, 
creating a unique form of cross-cultural expression. His works serve as a bridge between Eastern and 
Western art, incorporating elements from both traditions and fostering dialogue between various artistic 
perspectives. In so doing, he contributes to artistic innovation by bringing fresh perspectives and new 
ideas to the global art scene. 
 
Chinese literati painting is distinguished by its emphasis on the expression of individual emotions, 
favouring the expression of a subject’s essence or spirit over a faithful imitation or realistic depiction. 
Fong’s affinity for the abstract could well be rooted in this literati tradition, where his inner experience 
and personal response to the world take precedence. His work reflects this philosophical underpinning, 
seeking to convey the underlying spirit of his subjects through abstraction rather than to depict their 
outward forms.  
 
This approach aligns with abstract art’s emphasis on non-representational forms, where artists aim to 
convey emotions, ideas or sensations through the use of colour, form and composition rather than 
depicting recognisable objects or scenes. Some Chinese artists who emerged in the mid-twentieth century, 
such as Fong, emphasised individual expression and experimentation and further developed abstract art 
by incorporating elements of traditional Chinese painting into modern abstract approaches. 
 
This anniversary exhibition and accompanying publication present a careful selection of Fong’s work 
tracing his artistic career and stylistic development over the last 60 years. It is a testament to the master’s 
contribution to late-twentieth-century Chinese painting in a global context. 
 
 
For more images and exhibit captions, please click here. 
 

https://umag.hku.hk/content/uploads/Caption_%E5%9C%96%E7%89%87%E8%AA%AA%E6%98%8E_Abstract-Evolutions.pdf


 

   
 

Details of the Exhibition 
Period: May 3, 2024 (Friday) to August 18, 2024 (Sunday) 
Opening Hours:  
9:30 am–6 pm (Tuesday to Saturday) 
1 pm–6 pm (Sunday) 
Closed on Mondays, University and Public Holidays  
Venue: 1/F, T. T. Tsui Building, UMAG, HKU, 90 Bonham Road, Pokfulam, Hong Kong  
Tel/Email: (852) 2241 5500 (General Enquiry) / museum@hku.hk 
Admission: Free admission; reservation required (https://bit.ly/4b53ycd) 
Website: https://umag.hku.hk/exhibition/abstract-evolutions/ 
 
Connect with UMAG on Social Media: 
Facebook: http://bit.ly/umag_facebook 
Instagram: @umag_hku, #UMAG, #AbstractEvolutions, #FongChungRay 
YouTube: http://bit.ly/umag_youtube 
LinkedIn: http://bit.ly/umag_linkedin 
Weibo: @香港大學美術博物館 UMAG 
 
About UMAG  
UMAG was founded in 1953 as the Fung Ping Shan Museum. It was originally established as the Fung 
Ping Shan Library in 1932 in honour of its benefactor. For more information on UMAG, please click 
here. 
 
Media Enquiries 
Tel: (852) 2241 5509, Email: musnews@hku.hk 
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